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Written statement ofOtho Allen Ezell. Jr.

Mr. Chainnan and Membersof the Committee:

It is my pleasure to be here today. Let me commend you for recognizingDegree Millsas

a problem and for holding these hearings. Although I W3..C;not present during the January

and March, 1924 CongressionalDegreeMi1Ihearings, I was present for Congressman

Claude Pepper's hearings in December,1985,and Senator Susan Collins' hearings in

May, 2004. Although there was a lot of talk during these hearings, there were no lasting

actions taken.Now here we are again. In fact, the entire matter has just blossomedwith

the advent of the internet.

For background, stiff members for CongressmanPepper were able to purchase a Ph.D.

for the Congressman from Union University,Los Angeles, Ca., and staff for Senator

Collins wereable to purchase both Bachelorand Masters degrees in Biology and Medica

Technology respectively forher fromLexington University, based in Middleton,New

York (via www. Degrees-R-Us.com).I fInd it odd these entities werenever "raided'"by

federal or state law enforcementin executionof a federal search warrants, and their

operator's were never prosecuted.I havepreviously arrested DegreeMill operatorswith

less probable cause. As high profile as these schools were, and nothinghappened, 1find

this unbelievable.

,'.

I agree with Senator Col1insthat whather committee uncovered isjust thc "tip of the

iceberg'. They found 1,200resumesas contained in a government-sponsoreddata base,

listed degrees from 14differentDegreeMills. After a degree audit of six:federal
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agencies, including the Pentagon.,for GS-15 and above positions, they determined atlea!

463 federalemployees (at these agencies) had obtained degrees from unaccredited

schools. The United States Governmentpaid $150,387.80 to several of these schoolsfor

those federalemployees who requested reimbursement. Keep in mind these schoolsdo

not have a dollar charge per credithour (only X dollars per degree), thus they createda

fictitious billing statement')for a per course/hour charge, which wasthen sent to their

agency forpayment.

Thus, if only two percent (2%) offederal agencies were audited at which they found 46:

employees at a cost of$150,387.80 to the govenunent" Twonder what the results would

be if a degreeaudit would be conductedat the remaining 98% of federalagencies.

Further. SenatorCollins committeefoundthe five DegreeMills they encounteredwith

the above employeeshad) from 1995-2003,grossed $111,000,000. 1also wonder what

the entire universe of DegreeMills looks like. Senator Collins committeeestimates

Degree Mills gross at least $500,000,000each year (and this may even be understated).

I am a secondgeneration FBIAgent having retired in December, 1991.For an eleven

year period I investigated DegreeMills throughout the United Statesand abroad.

Collectively, these many investigationswere called OperationDiploma.Scam

(DIPSCAM). During this time, I responded to advertisementsas a potential buyer,

received the school's literaturevia the United States Mails, made and recorded interstate

telephone calls to and from my schools,all resulting in my purchasingvarious degrees

which were ~companied by transcripts.
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In all those years, the most new work I did were several papers (not more than 5 pagesIT

length) for Masters Degrees.In some instances, I negotiatedwiththe school

representative relativeon my GradePoint Average (GPA). All of my schools offered

degree verification for employmentpurposes and some even had alumni association,

class rings, school decals,sweatshirts, hats, decals, etc.. all indiciaoflegitimacy.

However, most did nothave a campusnOTan educational facility,faculty, any

\
I

meaningful academic instruction.,nor educational motivation. etc. Since their

advertisements/brochures/literaturelooked good"thus they must be "real". [Put 1,000or

2,000 miles betweena studentsmail box and his school, anythingis possible. The studeJJ

never knows the schoolonly exists at a mail drop/answeringservice in a distant city].

.'

During our first investigatio~ after we had purchased our Bachelor,Master, and Ph. D.

degrees from SoutheasternUniversity,Grecnville, S.C., all basedon life experience(v.i~

. no new work submitted),officialsof then North CarolinaNationalBank (nowNations

Bank), Charlotte,North Carolina,(in cooperation with the FBI),CoITcspondedwith

officials of SoutheasternUniversityand indicated two young menhad applied for

positions with the bank, thus theysought verification of their degrees.The Presidentof

the Southeastern Universitythen verifiedto bank officers, our degrees (and transcript~)

via the U. S. Mails, and made gJoV\/;ngremarks about his two graduates.When we took::

tour of our alma matter,we wererecruited to raise funds for the universityand keep one
.<

third for ourselves.Duringour tour. the President of the universityshowed.us whereour

student files were kept alongwiththe files of their many other graduates.

Later. the AssistantUnited StatesAttorney,Western District of North Carolina, wanted

to be able to prove in U.S. Dis1rictCourt iliat SoutheasternSeminarywas as crookedas
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the university, thus a third FBIAgent negotiated for a Masters degree in Divinityand

agreed on a price of $5,000. On 5/4/81, at the appointed time for the Agent to pay for,

and pick up his degree, we threeauived as FBI Agents with a federal search warrant We

took all documentsand other items described in the search warnmt, includinga cabinet

full of student files. We then left for Charlotte,which is about 90 miles North of

GreenvilIe, S.c. The seized itemswere then entered into evidenceand the appropriate

paperwork completed- none of the records had yet been reviewed.

The next morningwe receiveda telephone call from local authoritiesin Greenvillc, Sout

Carolina, who advised that Dr. Alfred Q. Jauett, Presidentand founder, Southeastern

University, had committed suicideduring the evening, after we left his universitywhich

had been operatedfrom severalrooms in his personal residence.

When we reviewedthe records of Southeastem University, we detennined during its
..

eleven year existence,they had 620 "graduates" of which 171were employed by federal,

state, and localgovernmentsemployees.Some "graduates'"held Senior Executive Servic

(SES) positions in Washington,D.C.

As result of the above,we createda computerizeddate base of ail our "graduates", then

and on an on going basis, we furnishedthese names to the OfficeofPersOlUlel

Management, InspectorsGeneralof the respective agencies,and to the various State

Attorneys General. As each DIPSCAMcase was adjudicated,we entered a list of the

schools '"graduates"into evidence,thus making it a "public record" which then became
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available to universitiesand the media. At the time of my rerirementin December, 199I:

the DTPSCAMdata base containedthe names and all pertinentinformationon over

12,000 "graduates". Someworkedin private industry, education,law enforcement,

medicine~military, and numerousstate and federal agencies.

During DIPSCAM, from 1980-1991,we purchased 40 degrees,executed 16 federal

search warrantc;,had 19 indictmentsreturned by the Federal GrandJury, convicted 21

persons, and over 40 schools were dismantled. We never lost a case and won the only tWo

convictions which were appealed.Only one case (with multipleconvictions)went to the

U.S. SupremeCourt, which the courtdeclined to hear thus sustainingthe opinion of the
.,

Fourth Circuit Court of Appealsaffinning the conviction. DuringDIPSCAM,the highes1

gross revenues we foundwere $2,000,000for our Degree Mills. [Details foTmany ofthe:

schools we visited are containedin the attached listing and articles].

Degree Mills are notjust recentproblems.We have had them in the United States since

about 1835.As long as we have a credential conscious society,where the

degree/transcript you possess gets you the interview/promotion/salary increase (instead 0

the requisite knowledge/jobskills),then we will always have DegreeMills. I say this

because Degree Mills are nothingbut criminal enterprises operatedfor profit. This is
..

Education Fraud and no differentfrom any other fraud (and in some instances similarto

-- counterfeiting),only here the crooksare seJlingeither ficrionalor worthless academic

credentials (and again. sometimescounterfeit document,».

These crooks are like chameleons,they will change their criminalenterpriseto adapt to

their surroundingsand conditions,thus their schemewill always"blend in":This is what
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has happened in the last decadewith the acceptance of the concept of credit for life

experience, non-traditional education, distance learning, etc. The Degree Mill operators

due their best to blend in with legitimatecolleges and universitiesoffering real distance

learning. In fact, many have copie.dmaterials for their web sites from legitimate colleges

and universities, and in some instances,even named their entity one letter or word

different from the real school, intentionallywanting its victims to confuse it with thereal

school which has name recognitionandreputation. These DegreeMill operatorsknow

how to expertly adapt to current conditions and how to exploit gaps in federal and state

law, law enforcement priorities, prosecutive guidelines, etc.

I know of one instancewherean individualwho operatesnumerousDegree Mills, after

the horror of9/11 and resultingcreationof the Departmentof HomelandSecurity, he

then created the InternationalCollegeof Homeland Securitywherehe offers

certificates/diplomas in homelandsecurity, in addition to Bachelor,Master, and Ph.D.

degrees in public administration/homelandsecurity andpublic safety, along with

certificates and diplomasin humanreliabilitylbeyondcrisis prevention. He even has a

"Homeland Security SpecialistProgram"where he djscussesour vulnerabilityto

terrorism inhis sales pitch. If this is not enough, this collegestates "all of our course

de!-;igners,developers,andprofessorsarc experts in their partiCul3Tfield ofhomeland

security and the public safety.Mostare former or present FBI Agents,criminal

investigators, emergency and disasterplanning professionals,lawyers,U. S. Border

Patrol personnel, U. S. Customsprofessionalsand homelandsecuritypersonnel." [1

highly doubt this).
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They also operate HomelandSecurityUniversity whose motto is "ProtectingYour

CountIy Through Knowledge" (www.homeland-securitv-college.org).This university

also has an on line "University Store"where various items are for sale bearing the schoo]

logo.

Today, this college indicates it is located in Moscow, Russia; yesterday, it was in

Washington, D.C.; Rochester,New York; Mariastein. Switzerland;Liberiaand Canada,

even though it is operated by Richard J. Hoyer, Rochester, New York, with a.<)sistance

from Dixie Randoc~ Spokane, Washington,and can be contractedthrough

wwwAacollegcdcgrce.com.Theyalso operate St. Regis Universityof Monrovia,Liberia

and various related entities. St. RegisUniversity,(and its related entities), is probablyon

of the largest Degree Mills operatingtoday. These universitiesare highly mobile, and

their purportedaddresses changefrequently.

Degrees from St. Regis Universityhave appearedallover the DriltedStates.Recently,

eleven schoolteachers in Georgiawere found to have graduate degreesfrom St. Regis

University and these teachers had been paid increased salaries for several years because

of these graduate level degrees. Oncethe $36,000has since beenrepaid by the teachers,

whose teachingcredentials were laterrevoked, they all resigned. State officials are

considering if they will also prosecutethese teachers. If just one state has 11"graduates'~

of St. Regis Universityfor whichthey were paid increased salaries for these graduate,I

" wonder how many other graduatesare employed in the remaining49 states,and how

many tax dollars are being paid.. Under the No Child Will Be Ldi Behind Act, most



teachers have until 2005-2006to meet federal standards for being "highly qualified,"

which can include holdingan advanced degree in the subjectthey teach. This increa.~ed

pressure on the teachers,in conjunction with teachers busy schedules,may be turning

them to DegreeMills.

In San .Antonio,Texas, manyflIemen were recently foundto have degrees from 8t Regi:

University, thus theyreceivedincreased salaries. This too made its way into the press.

Again, I wonderwhere else, and in other professions, where this is happening.

The Chrysler Foundryin Indianapolis,Indian~ will be closingin 2007, thus many of

these displaced employeesfeel the need to obtain a collegedegree before they reentertilt

job market. ChryslerotTersits emp10yeesup to $4,600 eachyear in tuition assistance,

with the requirementthat the coursesare from an accreditedinstitution. Chrysler,with

the help of the 10calVAW, promoted and paid for the St. Regisprogram.More than 76

employees enrolledin 8t. RegisUniversity. That's at Jeast$42,000.Now that this scam

has been exposedby WTHRTV in Indianapolis, many Chryslerworkers are embarrasse.

and outraged. A Bachelor's Degree at 81.RegisUniversity isjust $895. (A listing ofall

HoyerlRandock's schoolsis attached).Fictitious or worthlessaccreditationis another

integral buildingblock of theseDegree Mills.

These and other DegreeMillsdo not operate in a vacuum. These are professional

operations, which take planning.preparation, and organizationin order to run smoothlv
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A. A 3rdparty academic consultant or referral entity
B. An independentaccredi~tion entity to accredit the Degree Mill
C. The Degree Mill itself - can be a store front.,mail drop, or rented office (orjust

"virtual"
D. A transcript/recordsstorage/verificationservice- provides certified transcripts 11

graduates and verificationof degrees to employers
E. A 3rdparty academiccredentialevaluation service... degrees trom - are

equivaJent to . [Many employers have been fooled by this}.

Thus, the publiclbusinesslgovemmentmust not only bewareof the Degree Mills which

change theirnames almost daily, then we have the Accredi~tion Mil1s,Academic

Consultants/RefelTdlEntities,Transcript VerificationlRecordsStorageentities, and

Credential Evaluation Services- whichsupport the Mills aridare all tied in to the Degret

Mills. Whenan organizationalchart is prepaIed for a large DegreeMill, it probably

resembles an octopus withits numeroustentacles.

Years ago, if a criminal had prayed fora way to reach the public withoutspendinga

fortune on pos~ge; prayed for a meansto get their C3ta1oguesinto peoples hands withow

incurring greatprinting costs;prayed foran alternative to buying expensiveadvertisingi

newspapers and magazines;and prayed for a way to ron a business anonymouslyalong

with bankingoff-shore, electronicallyand privately, hisprayers would be answered

shortly.
:-

, .
Along carneTHE INTERNET. At no other time in the past 25 years have I observed

such a boon to this type of white collar crime. The internetknows no borders-our crooks

are selling their worthlessdegrees to persons in other countries;conversely,their crooks

are selling their worthless degrees to our citizcns. Several times, Ourcrooks have
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established their base of operationfor their Degree Mills in foreigncountries as a means

of thwarting U. S. lawenforcementagencies and regulators.The reverse is also true-la~

year I observeda DegreeMill whoseweb site showedthe sl-ylincsof Jacksonville and

Tampa.,Florida.and theyhad a local Florida address (a mail drop).When I checkedto

determine where its operatorswere locat~ it was Hong Kong, China.

If the above(in conjlUlctionwith desk top publishing, cut and paste,etc.) is not enough

to make youquestion an academicdocuments,then we have "l~st replacementdegree

services" or "'noveltydocuments"or "fake diplomas and transcripts"in the names of

le61)timate,accredited, traditionalcollegesand universitieswhich are available via many

web sites today for less than $100. Anythingand everythingis availablefor sale on the

internet today.Some of these sites are:

vvww.diplomamasters.com, w"V\.w.diDlomaserviccs.com,www.dipJomasforIess.com, and
www.diplomaville.com (copies of these web sites are attached to this statement).

For the pastten years, detectionand prosecution of DegreeMi1lshas been on a catch-as

-<atch-can basis. There has been no concertedeffort by any federalor state law

enforcement agency to ferretoutDegreeMills, prosecutetheir operators,and prosecute

those persons who knowinglypurchase and use these fictitiouscredentials. Yes, there

were isolatedinstances whereDegreeMills were investigatedby the FBI and USPOand

prosecuted [La Salle Universityin Louisiana-operatedby James Kirk.and Columbia

State University in Louisiana/Californiaas operated byRonald PeHar],only after

numerous complaintshad beenfiled by victims. Both LaSalleUniversityand Columbia
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State Univen;ity, due to their advertisements in nationalpublication, they werehigbIy

visible to all. (includinglaw enforcement) especiallywith some of their advertisedclaim:

(a degree in 27 days,etc.). Ironically. Kirk (a "graduate" of one of my alma roaters,

Southea.')temUniversity)later operatedtwo schoolsfrom his cell at a federal prison

camp, whereasPellaroperated Columbia State Universitywhilehe was a federalfugitive

resulting fromanothercourt action. Kirk/LaSalle Universitygrossed $36.5 millionand

Pellar/Columbia StateUniversitygrossed somewherebetween $20-72 million. But thisi!

still pocket change whenconsideredin the shadow of the "University Degree Program".

By far, the largest andmost sophisticatedDegree Mill operationever conducted.

"'UniversityDegree Program"probablygrossed about $ 435 millionfrom 1998through

early 2003, when the FederalTrade Commissionfiled restrainingorders in orderto stop

another smaller fraudOntemationalDriving Permits)which werebeing sold by the same

criIninals , from the sameboiler rooms,via the samecomputer addresses.This operation

run by YacovAbraham.and relatives,of Boston, New York City.and Los Angeles.

through two "boiler rooms" (telephonecall centers) in Jerusalemand Bucharest,

employed 45 people per shift (two shifts daily) in order to primarilycaU residentsof the

United Statesand Canada.This is the operation whichcaused millionsof spam mailsto

be sent daily all overour country. TheFTC had over 90,000 differentspams fromthis

operation. GeneraJ]y,initial cost for the degree was $2,400. less the $500 '"instant

scholarship", and thenthe bargainingbegan. The "graduationkit" included the diDlom~



Professors you have nevermet nor spoken to. You could pay by check, credit card. wu-e

transfer to their "accountant"in London or Cypress. They even accepted American

Express, MasterCard, Visa. etc. [Imat,rine.getting frequentflyer miles at the same time

as your degree].UniversityDegreeProgram schools utilizedaccommodationaddressesi.J

Scotland. UnitedKingdom(London),The Netherlands, Switzerland.,etc.. with degrees

drop shippedabroad and re-mailedin the Los Angeles area. This was a very sophisticate<

operation, withall calls beinglogged into a computerso the salesman could locate youb:

name/telephonenumber, knowingexactly where they were in the pitch when you were

last contacted.

During this six year period,UDP sold degrees/transcriptson eighteen schools, then its

employees began their O\VD.spin off's, which probably total about fifteen more and

continue to this day. Many UDP employees probablythought, now that they had been

trained on the operation,and it was so profitable (very little overhead since there is no

campus, buildings. faculty.retirementaccounts, etc.), and'I can steal the boiler room

scripts, why not startmy own school-which they did. (Detailsregarding all UDP schools

and spin offs, is attached.Also attached is a listing of the degreessold by UDP schoolsit

the medical field). Wheredo you think these "graduates" who purchased degrees in

medical fieldsare employed? lmaginc a business which has two telephone marketing

rooms, 45 employeeseach, two shifts per day - all sellingdegrees, transcripts. with

verifications.

Ironically, since I still respondto spasms. as I mite this document,at 11:51AMon

9/21/04, I receiveda call fromone Charles Baker, in New York State, telephone (917)
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254-4102, who introducedhimself as a Regjstrar representing SomersetUniversitywhoso

web site is located at www.s_orners_etuniversirv.ore:.He stated they are an "international

correspondencediplomaprogram"which has been arOtmdsincethe 1980's. In less than

one minutc, he found me qualified formy MBA degree (comeswith a student

identification number,certified tTanscripts,professor letters ofrecornmendation,

verification of degree details, and we agreed on a modest GPA of between 3.5 - 3.8

(magna cum laude). The date of the degree is of my choice. The entire package will be

sent to me within 10-15 days via Federal Express - all for the modest cost of $1,995. He

pointed out I can not use this degree for transfer pwposes (althoughmany have tried)~bu

this is designed for '<professionalpurposes, to get pay raises, and promotions". He is

sending me an c mail to confirm what I will get for my money and will call back in 30

minutes to see which credit card 1want to use. [This sounds like a UDP done to me].

There are 2,567 unrecognizedschools (many of which arc DegreeMills) and 202

unrecognized accreditors(some are operatedby the same persons as the Degree Mills).

Thus, it is easy for the operatorsof Degreemills to "blend in".

Staff has asked what I have done to eDSllICQc~cc Mills do not proliferate.

As an FBI Agent, for an elevenyear period, I identified as many Degree Mills as

possible, thereafter"making cases"on these entitiesand their operators.resultingin thei

indictment,meS!, and conviction.The side benefit W3Sthe closureof the DegreeMill.JJ



Charlotte FBIofficetook some heat nom FBI Headquarters for all its work on Degree

Mills. Aftermyretirement and the ending of DIPSCAM, the FBI made no organized

effort in thisarena.As if this was not bad enough,The Internet was nowworld wide and

the Degree Milloperators quickly realized its potential and its world widemarket.

After retiring fromthe FBI, I have continuedto stay abreast of Degree Mill comingsand

goings by respondingto advertisementsand spams, like I mentioned above. It is onlyin

this way one \1.111know '<Whatis being sold, by whom, and for how much.'" I have Mitter

several articleson the subjed, and have madepresentations to both governmentagencies

educational groups,and to law enforcement I have consulted with prosecutingand

defense attorneys,and have consulted VI,;thfederalprosecutors in the area,and attended

Senator Collinstwo day hcarings in May, 2004.

Dr. John BearandI have written a referencebook on this subject, titled "DegreeMills'"

which is beingpublishedby Prometheus Books.This book will be availablein January,

. 2005. We havealso establisheda web site, y,.ww.DegreeMiIJs.comwhichwill be

operational shortlyas a means to keeping peopleup to date on what's happeningin the

world of DegreeMills. Additionally, we arepart of a network oflike mindedprofessiom

in this area.Further,Dr. Bear and I have associatedourselves with the Commercial

,. Services m"ision of U. S. InvestigationsServicein order to maintain andupdate their



In my opinion,Degree MiJ1sare a problem because they:

Damageby misunderstanding- similar to counterfeitcunency, if I can no langeI

trust the currencyI am given, then its value diminishes.If I can't trust the

educationalcredentialsI am presented,then they are worthless.

Devalueearned degrees(look-a-likesand sound-a-likes).I have previously

purchasedcounterfeitdiplomas from both of my daughter's almamatcrs

(Universityof North Carolinaand University of Florida).These were exact

replicas, except the signatureswere incorrect formy graduationdate. Agreed,I

did not have transcripts,but those were available to me elsewhere. I realize you

will never be able to take away the educationmy daughter's received, however,

whencounterfeit degreesof our legitimate, regionally accredited.,traditional

universitiesare availablefor sale via the internet, this can do nothing but take

someof the glitter off the real earned degree.

1have also seen instances wherethe criminal deliberatelyestablishedhis internet

basedschool in the exact name as a legitimateuniversitytwo thousand miles

away. I recall the Western Washington State University which wa..,>being operate!

from Norcross, Georgia.,and designed for students to believe this was the

legitimate Western Wa..c;hingtonState University in Wel1ingham, Washington..

Confusethe public - I recall the United States Universityof America, ostensibly

locatedat an address on Wisconsin Avenuein Washington,D.C. In reality, the

addressesit used was the physical addressof the United StatesPost Office



building on WisconsinAvenue, where its post officebox was located.They alsoused

the addressoCtIleSincerelyYours Answering Service.Needless to say, the school

colors werered, white, and blue. This school targetedforeign studentswho

mistakenly presumed this university tot be governmentapproved/sponsoredbasedon

its name and address in Washington,D.c. [In reality, its operator was located in

PaIatka, Florida.,before he later fled 1heUnited Statesto avoid arrest].

Defraud "students" - ManyDegree Mills have excellentweb sites, quality multi colo:

publications, use all the rightbuzz words,por1raya distinguishedfaculty,picruresof

grand buildings(someare in reality nationalhistoric sites, public buildings,etc.), and

some evenoffer a <"virtualtour". All this, in addition to its "accreditation". Many

even piratetheir text fromthe web sites oflegitimate collegesand universities. These

are criminaloperations, run by slick folks and are designedto deceive its potential

students. Depending on the sophisticationof the DegreeMill, it can be easy to fall

victim,.withouttruly knowingit is in fact a Degree Mill.

Deceive employers,customers,clients, patients -Remember,the DegreeMill is

established to sell you the diploma with the backup verificationof the degree

awarded. The heart of its hustle is the verification it providesyou later for the new

job, promotion,etc. Not onlywill they provide you verification,theywill provideyO!

with lettersof recommendationnom severalprofessors. (You would have had a hard

time meetingthese Professorsin view they did not exist]. Sometimes,we find the

same professorsat numerousschools.



Lower prestige abroad- see all the above

Staff has also asked what safeguardsand s1I?t~giesC3Ilbe developedto ensure that

consumers, state governments,and the federal governmentarc protectedagainst

fraudulent dcgrees_andjnstitulion~.

Encourage the Departmentof Education (whichheld its "DiplomaMill Summit"on

1/15/04)to developand publish on the internet, a web based listing of legitimare

(accredited) collegesand universitiesin the United States. Oncepublished. publicize

The fact this list exists. In this manner, a potential studentwill not have to dig for

the information,but can immediatelylocate this list.

Encourage all statesto develop educational statutes similar to or identical to the State

of Oregonand the resulting Stateof Oregon, Office of DegreeAuthori:r.alion

(WWW.OS3c.state.or.u..c;/oda).The ODA maintains a web site on which all aspects of

the Oregoneducationstatutes are det.aile~ alongwith a list of illegal degrees in

Oregon for which personsusing same as academic credentialsin Oregon can be

arrested. Also listedare unaccre<litedcolleges whose degreesare approved by ODA

for use in Oregon (mainlyBible schools). (A copy of the Oregonstatutes and the

ODA web site alongwith its illegalschools list is attached).

We do notneed anynew federalstatutes. The Fraud By Wire, Mail Fraud. Computer



Request the FBI or U. S. Postal Service to assign one investigatorto work on

Educational Fraudexclusively.Let them respond to some advertisements,purchase some

degrees and transcripts, do some undercover work, execute several search W31T3Ilts,seize

assets~obtain indictmentsandmake some aTTests.I guaranteeyou the word will get out

immediately in this small tightlyknit communityof DegreeMi1loperators. Normally,

they all keep up withtheir competition.

Remember the basiesof Supplyand Demand. If we decreasethe value of the bought

degree and transcript,then correspondingly,we will dry up the production (supply) side.

If both state and federal authoritiesprosecute the most egregioususers of the Degree

Mill paper. andat the same time arrest and close down the Degree Mill operators,wewit

thus achieve our desired objective.If no one wants the paper,then no one will want to
..

produce the paper, since it won't sell.

The Federal Governmentneedsto be consistent.in all its handling offederal

employees usingDegree Mm degrees. I was appalled that the official at the

Department of HomelandSecuritywas hung out to dry aftera 19+ year career for her

possession of degreesfrom H3111iltonUniversity. especiallywhen you consider the

position she held had no educationqualification. She is not "street wise", had heard of

Degree Mills bur not accreditationmills. anddid not know it was a degree mill. She

obtained thesedegreesover a several year period with her own funds-no federal

money involved.In my opinion,her agency (the then new Department of Homeland



Security)was guIlshy after all the publicity this received in the WashinbT(On,D.C.

press, then took the easy way out by rescindingher securityclearance, and showing

her the door, resulting in her later re~ignatjon- Possession of a Degree Mill diploma

is not itself grounds for revocation of a securityclearance. When I was employedby

the FBI, no one came to me to rescind my cJearance because I was purchasing variOll.!

deb~ees.Thus, she became the "poster child" for government employeeswith Degree

Mill paper, eventhough many, many, more federal employee have been exposedwitl:

the same type degrees (and some even used federal funds and theirjobs had an

educationrequirement), and they are still employed.I see no consistencyin this

application.

What has happenedto: CharlieAbell, Deputy Under Secretary

of Defense- ProcurementandReadiness (ColumbusUniversity);

Jimmy Slilll Parker, Chief InfoIn1ationOfficer,Federal Technology Service,General

ServicesAdministration(CaliforniaCoast University;

Daniel P. Matthews, ChiefInformation Officer,TransportationDepartment(Kent

College)and many. many others.

As in the private sector.you lead by example. you must have one set of rules.

consistently and evenly applied to everyone. Frommy point of view as an

outsider. I donot see this happening in Wa."rung1on,D.C. I do wonder why these



this is unjustand our governmentcan do better. This is not the examplewe want

to set for the rest of the nation.

The U. S. Senate (and GADinvestigators) should finishwhat they started.The other

98% ofthe federal governmentshould have degree audits also conductedby the GAO

to determinethe use of DegreeMill paper by federal employeesand exactly how

much the federal governmenthas paid for these degrees. We all know they have not

yet even scratchedthe surface.

I attended bothdays of the Degree Mill hearings chaired by Senator Collinsand

Congressman Tom Davis.I applaud them for these hearings,the first since 1984.

What was missing both days,was anyone from federal law enforcement.Not only

were they not there as wimesscs,nor appearedto be in the audience,but no

Senator/Congressman/witness,even asked the question, Why did lawenforcement

Jet the problemget this big?and Whatare they going to do about it? There was

not even talkoftuming overthe results oftheir investigationto the FBI,USPO,

etc., nor of having a FederalGrand Jury impaneled to forcethose schoolswhich

refused to cooperatewith the Committeeto identify their federal employee

"graduates". It was obviousto me this mainpiece of the puzzle WdSmissing.

Further. sincethese hearings,and the exposeof an these federal employees,we

outside of Washington,haveneither seennor heard of any action beingtaken by



Be alert, becausewe are watcillng,and we do care.

Thank you for allowingme to appear today and I will answer any questionsyou

may have.

."

..
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